[Vascular hemiballismus due to extraluysian lesions].
Hemiballismus is a very rare disorder; less than 7% of all hyperkinetic disorders. Classically, a lesion of the contralateral corpus Luysii is involved. We report a case of hemiballismus due to an extraluysian lesions and discuss the underlying pathophysiology. A 74-year-old women, with a history of diabetes and hypertension, developed left-sided hemiballismus one week before admission. The brain MRI showed a right lenticular nucleus hematoma with vascular leucoencephalopathy. The patient was given haloperidol and recovered well. The brain MRI showed the integrity of both corpus Luysii. Hemiballismus has been classically characterized as pathognomonic of a lesion in the contralateral corpus Luysii. However, many cases due to an extraluysian lesion of the striatum, caudate or thalamus have been reported recently. Prognosis is benign in most cases.